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STUDY 5

VOCABULARY 5.1

sy aasi (~“aashi”) | “Let's come” - meaning “Do
let's come together again.”
A aabaar again
AT (WAT @ | aabaar dekhaa | We must see one another
* habe * again
932 / WF/ 8 | eban®/aar/o |and
(AT khodaa God (Arabic form, as
(kh ~“h+x+k”) | speaking to those of Muslim
origin)
CRE] iishbar / iishvar | God (Sanskritic: Hindus and
(~“iish-shar”) | others)
BIE naam name
g/ F / er [ ’r [ *yer 's (Possessive ending of
(IF words)
I? *x kii? ** what
7 ki? is it so / whether /
IS it not s0?
RIQEI] yihobaa Jehovah
(~“djihobaa”)
FRET baaibel Bible
foreT pitaa, baabaa | father
Mol / AT / maataa, maa, mother
S aammaa
frermer / pitaamaataa / parents
I baabaamaa

(* Sadhu: 23@? haibe)
(** Sadhu: &2 ki?)
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Teaching Truth in Bengali (through English) TeaChlng Tl’uth |n Bengall
GRAMMAR 5.1

Making Questions

What?
When this interrogative form is spoken, it is stressed. The Bengali
word for “what?” has varied recently. In the modern colloquial style
of Bengali (called “Chalito”) it is long.

Chalito: ~ “&?” “kii?”

Sadhu: “fF?” “ki?”
Is it s0? Is it not so?
When this interrogative form is spoken, it is unstressed. The Bengali
word means “is it so?”, “is it true?”, “is it not so?” or “whether?”
This word can be used to turn statements into questions. Note where
you should insert this word. [A hint is: put the “key” just in front of
the “door” you want to open!] The following examples illustrate the
method:-

Chalito:  “f?” “ki?”

Sadhu: “fF?” “ki?”

a Wqm e san®baad Kii What is this message?
A= ? aache?

arafr & ©TET | aapani ki bhaalo | Are you well?
A=A ? aachen?

SISt ST aapani bhaalo You are well, is it so?
e, 57 aachen, ki?

a fF e e ki bhaalo Is this a good message?
W9 AR ? san®baad aache?

4 erET W9m | e bhaalo sanbaad | This is a good message,
M, 72 aache, ki? is it?

o siaw & | bhaalo sanbaad ki | Is there a good message?
AT ? aache?

“STET ST “bhaalo san’baad” | What is a good
F aMR? kii aache? message?
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GRAMMAR 5.2

The Genitive or Possessive Case of Someone or Something

Make the possessive form from a singular noun by appending one of
these possessive endings:-

“_\:]a-” Cé_er99
“_a-” ‘G_r’7
“_@a” C‘_yer9,
After a consonant add:-
“_‘ﬂa-” ‘C_er77
599 -97 AET
.. + = | .. God’s / of God
iishvar -er iishvarer
EIGR -ag BICR]
+ = man’s / of [the] man
maanus -er maanuser

After a simple vowel add:-

“_aﬂ GG_r,,

T -F CIE] ,
khodaa | © | -r | ~ | khodaar God’s / of God

TR, T L T friend _
bandhu o bandhur friend’s / of [the] friend
a' c TE - % woman's / of [the] woman
strii -r striir

After a complex or a combination of vowels add one of these:-

“_(-'q—a—” G(_yerQ’
“_ ’ﬂa-” 6‘_’er’5
R N s I brother’s / of [the] brother
bhaai -yer bhaaiyer
BR -ag ®R g ,
bhaai | * | <er | = | bhaaier brother’s / of [the] brother
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EXERCISE 5.1

Make sentences using one of each of the elements given below: a
possessive, a thing, and the verb. For example, “What is the friend’s
name?”

“Fga T F [a=]?” “bandhur naam Kii [aache]?”

Possessive Noun, etc. Verb
TR T H
IEE
?
EIE] AW (AT ? o
Qiae]
bandhur .
. naam Kii
bhaai'er
striir aache?
0
khodaar san®baad kothaay

ANSWERS TO EXERCISE 5.1

amE T St ? khodaar naam Kii*?

* Sadhu: & Ki

BR’ 99 AW (@I Ae? bhaai’er san®baad kothaay aache?
Fra s $1* 2 striir naam kii*?

* Sadhu: f& Ki
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Teaching Truth in Bengali

GRAMMAR 5.3

Possessives of Pronouns

The possessives of pronouns are formed, like those of nouns, by

adding a modified form of:-
“_?ﬂa” CG_,er”

Most pronouns end in a vowel

“_ ':::'Ta-” C‘_aar,’

. Change the last vowel:-

Nominative Ending

Possessive Ending

13 2L 66 19
~f& -

“_ 3{:}15” “_’aar”

“aﬁ” “aami”

“MEE” “aamaar”

%

- v,-‘.T” ‘C_aa7’

“_ 3{:}15” “_’aar”

“@” 3 ‘taa, b

“W” ‘Ctaar,’

Note these exceptions:-

Nominative Pronoun

Possessive Pronoun

“Qﬁ” “tumi”

“C_TNTM z 9% “tomaar”

“m” ‘Cse’J

“w” “taarn k

“%ra» “tini”

“@"za» “taa/\r” %

* Sadhu: “sE” “taa’haar”
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Teaching Truth in Bengali

Chalito — Personal Possessive Pronouns

Nominative Pronoun

Possessive Pronoun

“aﬁ” I “m” my
“aami” “aamaar”
cg—ﬁ-av 3 9%
9 (ST your
. ou
“tumi” y “tomaar”
“(-q-” “W” h is
13 29 h e [13 99
se taar
“(-q-” “W” her
o she oo
se -> taar
“@T” A “W” itS
13 2 I t [13 99
taa taar
“arrsifey” “IATA” your
15 9 0 u (13 99
aapani you aapanaar
“%ﬁ-” “@Tﬁ'” h i S
L. he -
“tini” - “taa’™r”
“%ﬁ-” “E‘Ta-” h er
“tini” % “taa/\r’) T

Sadhu — Different Personal

Possessive Pronouns

Nominative Pronoun

Possessive Pronoun

“5” he “erRE” his
“se” “taahaar”

“or” she “OrREF” her
“se” “taahaar”

“or it -> “OrRI[” its
“se” “taahaar”
“fsfer” he “orRE” his
“tini” “taahaar”
“fsfer” she “orRE” her
“tini” “taahaar”
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GRAMMAR 5.4

Review of Word Order When Forming Questions

You want to know whether something is so or not. First, visualise
the sentence as a statement. Then turn it into a question by adding
the interrogative word:
“fF2” “ki?”
Compare:-
“n'est-ce pas?”, “nicht wahr?”, “;no es verdad?”, “non ¢ vero?”,
“ma?”
In Bengali, this interrogative word can be:-
1. inserted before the detail in doubt, or
2. appended after the whole of the basic statement.
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Teaching Truth in Bengali

is it so?
Your big son is well whether?
is he?
la 1b lc 2b 2a
1 2 1% or 3!
(Subject) (Other)  (Verb) ?
AEAE | TG | (= S A& fF?
aapanaar | bara | chele bhaalo aache ki?
la 1b 1c 2a 2b
1 2 3
(Subject) ? (Other) (Verb)
AN | IS | (= 53 ST MR ?
aapanaar | bara | chele ki bhaalo aache?
la 1b 1c 2a 2b
1 1% 2

o ®R fF O e g emwe?
aamaar bhaai ki taar bhaalo bandhu
aachen?

Is my brother his
good friend?

INE ®R ©F ©F [F oM, [$?
aamaar bhaai taa”r bhaalo bandhu aachen,
ki?

My brother is his
good friend, is he?

emE @6 @ F  ew  Sm?
tomaar chota meye ki bhaalo aache?

Is  your little

daughter well?

ENE &6 @ ©FE 9|, (7
tomaar chota meye bhaalo aache, ki?

Your little daughter
is well, is she?
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EXERCISE 5.2

Teaching Truth in Bengali

Add names according to your choice to complete these sentences:-

S.
1.

N

Y.
8.

A AT T ...
aamaar khodaar naam ....

aamaar iishbarer naam ....

damaar naam ....

a IRaF qM....
e bai’er naam ....

4 o9 d9....
e bhaasaar naam ....

aamaar striir naam ...

aamaar boner naam ....

AWE IR°AF TM....
khodaar bai’er naam ....

ANSWERS TO EXERCISE 5.2

AR ©® g ¥ U

SIE (A 9 RARET aamaar khodaar naam yihobaa.

SNE Y@E 9 i@ aamaar iishbarer naam yihobaa.

SE 9 [SwEee ]| aamaar naam [jyakalin].
a FRAF 9 [I3&]1 e bai’er naam [baaibel].
a9 ®E 9 IR e bhaasaar naam baanClaa.
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Teaching Truth in Bengali (through English)

S, INE FF O Al aamaar striir naam ellen.
9. 9E @@E G (] aamaar boner naam [snigdhaal.
Y. (AWF 3297 a7 *? Khodaar bai’er naam kii*?

* Sadhu: & ki

EXERCISE 5.3

First, make statements using a possessive, a person, a detail, and a
verb. Then form a question by inserting the interrogative word.
After that choose a variety of words so as to make new sentences.

For example:-
“ORE T SATH AT
“aamaar bandhu okhaane aache.”

“arE 9% fF same amw?”
“aamaar bandhu ki okhaane aache?”

Possessive Person ? Detail Verb
SINE ©R 53 SIET A= ?
(o @& CEE]

o T ﬁ MEICE
QAT Al
aamaar bhaai Ki bhaalo aache?
tomaar bon asustha
taar bandhu ekhaane
aapanaar okhaane
taa’™r

ANSWERS TO EXERCISE 5.3

eWE ©R F e am? tomaar bhaai ki bhaalo aache?

arteE (@« e sm? aapanaar bon ki asustha aache?
e I fF 9@ wim? aamaar bandhu ki ekhaane aache?
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EXERCISE 5.4

Translate into English:-

S.
1.

AN

~R

o ¢

~ ©

ST THT AT FI?
aapanaar bandhur naam Kkii?

P AW ARE TG |
ee san®baad aabaar parun!

©iF AT 2
taa”r naam Kkii?

AR & s ffrer?
yihobaa ki aapanaar pitaa?

AR TP YT AR
aamaar bandhu asustha aache.

O FE (PRI IAMR?
taar kaaj kothaay aache?

I T IT T AN 2
baantgaalii striir bara cheler naam Kkii?

(ONE IS F ©ren?
tomaar kaaj ki bhaalo?

ANSWERS TO EXERCISE 5.4

ook wdE

What is your friend’s name?
Read that message again!
What is his name?

Is Jehovah your father?

My friend is unwell.

Where is his work?
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Teaching Truth in Bengali (through English)

7. What is the name of the Bengali woman’s big son?
8. Is your work good?
EXERCISE 5.5

Translate into Bengali:-

1.

2.

Your little friend is well, is he?
My Bengali book is here, is it?
Are you there?

Is he your father?

What is your mother’s name?
How is your daughter?

My message is little.

His work is good.

ANSWERS TO EXERCISE 5.5

S.

(oF (=6 I ©eN = f$? tomaar chota bandhu bhaalo
aache ki?

SE TRAT 2 G A= fF? aamaar baanflaa bai ekhaane
aache ki?

wfir & 8ama? tumi ki okhaane?

fefer & @mmE I@1? tini ki tomaar baabaa?

(OE @S [ / NI / NPaF] I Fr*? tomaar maayer [ /
maar / maa’er] naam kii*?

* Sadhu: f& ki
A (@S A I* 2 aapanaar meyer naam kii*?
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Teaching Truth in Bengali (through English)

9.

b.

* Sadhu: & Ki

IE AW (=61 aamaar san®baad chota.

oF ¥ ©IEl taa’r kaaj bhaalo.

EXERCISE 5.6

Translate into English:-

S.
1.

N

~_R

o ¢

~ ©

Y.
8.

T FE (WWE RTW G|
dayaa kare khodaar san®baad parun!

a (=16 AW F SE?
e chota san®baad ki bhaalo?

(OE IRAT IR 9N A=
tomaar baan®laa bai ekhaane aache.

IAME TqW SIE A
aamaar san®baad bhaalo aache.

IFEE F T3 S|
aapanaar strii asustha aachen.

O (R6 ©1F 2E AR
taar chota bhaai ekhaane aache.

W] FE, AEAE A I/ e |
dayaa kare, aapanaar naam balun/din!

STAR AT IR fofe |
aapanaar baan®laa bai nin!

ANSWERS TO EXERCISE 5.6

1.

Please read God’s message!
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Teaching Truth in Bengali (through English)

Nk WN

Is this little message good?
Your Bengali book is here.
My message is good.

Your wife is ill.

His little brother is here.
Please say [ / give] your name!
Take your Bengali book!

EXERCISE 5.7

Translate into Bengali:-

1.

2.

Please take [use "write"] my name!
His language is English.

My little daughter is unwell.

It is my (particularly) name.

Read God's book.

You are my English friend.

His work [is] good.

How is your mother?

ANSWERS TO EXERCISE 5.7

AR ©® g M U

T FE AT A (Y| dayaa kare aamaar naam likhun!
©IF S R@SI taar bhaasaa inrejii.

SNE ("G (@ I3 aamaar chota meye asustha.

a9 IER A1 e aamaara-i naam.

of @A IR AGT tumi iishbarer bai paro.

14

Teaching Truth in Bengali

Study 5
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b, Sy SIE RES F%1 aapani aamaar in°rej bandhu.
9. i F el taar kaaj bhaalo.

Y. @ME A (FNd A@a? tomaar maa keman aachen?
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Teaching Truth in Bengali

DIALOGUE 5.1

ST - STTTRP | Peace be with you!
aassaalaam’-
oyaalaaikum!
SERFF-AFE | | And with you be peace!
oyaalaaikum’-
oyaassaalaam!
oAy & e Are you well?
QMR ?
aapani ki bhaalo aachen?
i ©IE, S| | am fine, thank you.
aami bhaalo,
dhanyabaad.
a3 Srstfer? And you?
eban® aapani?
A3 S I, too, am well.
aami-o bhaalo.
T FE A SIE Please read this good
&AM TG | message!

dayaa kare e bhaalo
sanbaad parun!

a WEqW 2
e san®baad kii?

What is this message?

(AT AE |
khodaa aamaar bandhu.

God is my friend.

I? W I AIE
T

kii? dayaa kare aabaar
balun!

What? Please say
again!

16
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Teaching Truth in Bengali

GRAMMAR 5.5

Ownership, Having

In order to express, “I have a son” Bengalis say, “my son is/exists.

AME (= Az|” “aamaar chele aache.”

2

o J o=l taar strii aache. He has a wife.
ARE SIET IR aamaar bhaalo | have a good friend.
A= bandhu aache.

©F I B} A®|

taar bara bhaai
aache.

He/she has a big
brother.

AT &SR AR |

Khodaar naam aache.

God has a name.

erE & fFrenmer
AR ?

tomaar Ki
pitaamaataa aache?

Do you have parents?

AFEE IRET F
ST ?

aapanaar baaibel Ki
aache?

Do you have a Bible?

©fF a3 fF omm?

taa’r putra ki aache?

Does he have a son?

17

Study 5




Teaching Truth in Bengali (through English)

Teaching Truth in Bengali

DIALOGUE 5.2

AT TR P12 What is your name?
A AN X| My name is X.
A3 ANAF? And yours?

AR A Y My name is Y.
o %F A $1? | What is your friend’s

name?

< 9E SR He is my brother.

©F J Z| His name is Z.

(AT9E AR P2 What is God’s name?

amE 99 F ame?

Does God have a
name?

AE J A

God’s name is
Jehovah.

B 9 (@FRE?

Where is his name?

Wl FE TREA AN
SR

Please read the Bible
here!

“FEE - 2% IA9NEFE
I

“Jehovah — This
(especially) is my
name!” (Isaiah 42:8)

o FE 92 (@B A3
e

Please take this little
book!
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Teaching Truth in Bengali

aapanaar naam Kkii?

What is your name?

aamaar naam X. My name is X.
eban® aapanaar? And yours?
aamaar naam Y. My name is Y.

aapanaar bandhur
naam Kii?

What is your friend’s
name?

se aamaar bhaai.

He is my brother.

taar naam Z.

His name is Z.

khodaar naam kii?

What is God’s name?

khodaar naam ki
aache?

Does God have a
name?

Khodaar naam
yihobaa.

God’s name is
Jehovah.

taa”r naam kothaay?

Where is his name?

dayaa kare baaibel
ekhaane parun!

Please read the Bible
here!

“yihobaa — el
aamaar naam!”

“Jehovah — This
(especially) is my
name!”

dayaa kare ei chota
bai nin!

Please take this little
book!
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